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ABSTRACT

D. Damalas & P. Megalofonou: Environmental, spatio-temporal, and operational effects
on bluefin tuna catches in the Eastern Mediterranean swordfish long-line fishery
Generalized additive models (GAMs) were applied to examine the relative influence of
environmental , spatio-temporal, and operational factors on bluefin tuna catches in the Eastern
Mediterranean swordfish long-line fishery during the period 1998-2004. GAM analysis was
conducted assuming a Delta-lognormal distribution, separately modelling: (a) the probability of
a non-zero catch and (b) catch rates (No fish/1000 hooks) of positive catch sets only. Stepwise
GAM building revealed the relative importance of 8 variables affecting the probability of a non-
zero catch (encountering a school), ranked by decreasing magnitude: month, longitude, distance
from land, sea surface temperature (SST), fishing gear type, bottom depth, year and lunar index.
Probability peaked in mid-summer, easterly areas, the deep open sea, from 16° to 20°C SST and
around the full moon. Positive catch rates were influenced by 5 significant factors: fishing gear
type, longitude, month, year and SST. A catch was more likely to be larger east of the 30"
meridian, during summer, and at SSTs around 16° C. For both sub-models, long-lines equipped
with illuminated fish attractants and thicker-more resilient branch lines were more successive.
This study indicates a decline in bluefin tuna abundance through the 6 year period studied.

Keywords: bluefin tuna, generalized additive models, Delta models, long-line, CPUE,
environmental effects, SST, lunar index

EIZATQI'H

O epvOpodg t0VVvog, Thunnus thynnus L., Osopeitol éva amd 10 ONUAVTIKOTEPO EUTOPIKA
Ooddoolo €idn oty maykocuio ayopd. Xtnv EAAGda M péom etola mopaymyn Tov TNV
televtaio dekaetio avépyetal otovg 600 MT (ICCAT, 2005). Aledetan pe TANH0G AALELTIKOV
epyareiov gite cav €idog o1dY0C, cite cav oVvodd aiicvua. Eidikdtepa, omoterel onuovtiKod
1060070 (13,3%) T®V GLAAYE®Y TOV EAANVIKOD OALEVTIKOD GTOAOL OV GTOYEVEL TOV E1pia,
Xiphias gladius, L., otv AvatoAikr] Mecsoyeio (Megalofonou et al. 2000). X avty v
gpyacia, Tapovslaloviol To. OTOTEAECUATO HOG TPOKATOPKTIKNG HEAETNG Yoo To uéyeBog tng
enidpacng TOV TEPIPUAAOVTIKDV, YWOPO-YPOVIKOV KOl EMIYEPNOOKDV TOPUUETPOV OTIG
GLAANYELG TOL £pVBPOV TOVOL otV oAtgia Tov Eipomapdyadov otny Avatoiikn Mecdyeto.

YAIKA KAI MEGOAOI

2 dudpkela avtng g Epevvog (1998-2001 kot 2003-2004) cvAréybnkav otoyeio Yo TIC
GUAAMYELS, TNV OAIELTIKY] TPOoTADE KOl TO EMYEPNOLOKE Oedopéva (TOTOG OCAIELTIKOD
epyareiov-Fishing gear type, nuepounvioa-Month & Year, yeoypoapikd pnkoc-Longitude wai
A dtoc-Latitude oleiog) and Eva avITPOCOTEVTIKO JEIYIO TOV EAANVIKOD OAELTIKOD GTOAOL
ov otoyevel Eipio. Mio mepiinmtik) meptrypagn moapatifetor otov mwivoka 1. Ta mwapoamdve
otoyeio ocvvdvdomnkay pe Mo oepd TEPPUAAOVTIIKOV TAPAUETP®Y OO MUEPNOLEG
dOPLOOPIKEG EKTIUNGELS emPavelnkng Bepuokpaciog Odlacoag (SST) (mnyn: NASA POET,
dwkprtomnta: 4km), o ceAnviaxog oOgiktng-Lunar index (exppoouévoc oe % TOv 0paTOD
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ceviakov dickov), n Babouetpio-Bottom depth kKou 1 andGTACGT OO TNV TANGIEGTEPT| OKTI-
Distance from land.

Mivaxkag 1. Mnvwio katavoun muepodv orieiog (avd alevtikd epyoreio), SUmAEKOUEVOV
GKOPAOV KOl AMUOVIDV SEIYUATOANWI0G

Map Amp Mo Iovv IovA Avy Yem XYNOAO

ZE100TopdYad0 ToNAd0C1UKO 11 6 40 31 41 47 56 232
Z100mopdyado Auepikdviko 52 40 124 132 172 105 146 771
Ap1Buoc Zkoomv 11 13 20 17 17 17 15 35
Ap1Buoc Muoaviov 4 6 10 9 9 9 9 18

H ocvppetoyn g xébe mopapétpov oty emidpacn mov aokel 10 TEPPAAAOV GTOV OElKTN
aeboviag Kol TV Katavour tov gpuBpod TOVOL €EETAOTNKE LE EQPOPLOYN YEVIKELUEVOV
afpototikav povtélmv (Generalized Additive Model-GAMs, Hastie & Tibshirani, 1990) og dvo
otadwn (Delta models): (o) povrelomomOnke n mbavotnta vVoapéng epvBpod TOVOL ava Nuépa
oMetog kar (B) povo vy Tic nuépeg algiog mov vINPEAY GLAAAYELS €pvBpPoh TOVOV,
povtelomombnke o deiktng apboviag Tov GLVAPTHCEL TOV TUPAUETPMV TOL TPOUVUPEPONKAY.
Exoppdoape og deiktn apboviag (CPUE-Catch Per Unit of Effort), To Adyo twv culdiyewv (og
op1OUd aTOUMV) TPOG TNV OALELTIKN TPOoTaOeln (o€ apPOUd AYKIGTPLOV). XTO aPYIKE LOVTEAQ
TP eONKaY 9 aveEaptnteg petafAntéc.:

Presence (1 or 0) = ¢ + fi(Longitude) + £,(SST) + f3(Latitude) + fy(Bottom depth) + fs(Distance

from land) + fs(Lunar index) + Fishing gear type + Month + Year + e,
log. (CPUE + 10% mean CPUE) = ¢ + f|(Longitude) + £,(SST) + f3(Latitude) + t4(Bottom depth)
+ f5(Distance from land) + fo(Lunar index) + Fishing gear type + Month + Year + e,

omov: Presence pio petafAnt mwov vwodnidvel v vmapén (1) 1 un (0) epuBpod TOVOL ava
nuépa aleiog, ¢ etvan pio otabepd, fi(uerafintn) eivar pio cvvdptnon eopdivvong yo v
K& petapinty, e 1o Tuyaio cedipa kot log. o puokdg AoydpiBuog g CPUE. Xty npdn
nepintwon vwoBetNONKe 1 SIOVLUIKT KATAVOUY ©C GLT TOL TPoceyyilel TNV KOTOVOU TNG
petafintng Presence, evd otnv 0€0TEPT 1 KAVOVIKT KOTAVOUY Y0l TIC AOYAPIOLUCUEVEG TIUES
g CPUE otig onoieg mpooténike to 10% g péong CPUE (n peBodoroyio avanticoetan
otovg Ortiz & Arocha (2004), pe epoappoyn yuo peydlo teloyikd €101 otov ATAoVTIKO QKEAVO).

AMMOTEAEXMATA KAI XYZHTHXH
- 2115 ovvolkd 1003 muépeg
aMelag mov KataypaenKov
Kol okeddotnkav o€ pia
MEPLOYN TOL  TEPIKAEIETOL
and tov 19° émog tov 35°
ueonuPpvo kot tov 32° £mg
tov 40° mapdrinio (Ew. 1)
oMebnkay 445  dropa
gpufpod TOVVOL pE  éva
ocuvvoAkd Papog 30801 kg
Kot péco Papog 69.2 kg.
g To mpdTO pOVTELO VTTEdEIEE

@0 BBoo et

LEVANTINE

- Sampling sites 8 onuavTiKég mAPOUETPOVS

oV emmpedlovv mv

Ewova 1. Xaptng otabunv derypotoinyiog otnv aleio tov mhavoTTe Vo LIapyEL
Ewpomapdyadov otnv Avatoikn Mecsoyeto (1998-2004). gpubpdC TOVOC vl Muépa
Figure 1. Sampling sites map for the swordfish long-line fishery  gieioe, pe 10 yewypagucd
in the Eastern Mediterranean (1998-2004) uikoc va  epgavier v

UEYOADTEPT EMidpacm epunvevovtag meplocotepo amd 30% tng oLVOAKNG HeTafAntotnTag
(deviance) otic Téc g mBavoétrag. O pivag tov €rovg (24.5%) Ko M em@avelokn
Beppokpacia g Bdiaccag (10.2%) omotédiecav TIG EMOPEVEC ONUOVTIIKEG EPUNVELTIKEG
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petafintég. Ot vmOrOmeC TOPAUETPOL OMOTEAECOYV MNOGOVOG ONUOCING TPOYVOGTIKOVG
TOPAYOVTES, OV KOl GTATIGTIKG GNUOVTIKOVG, OT®G: 0 oeAnviakog deiktng (9.4%), n amdctaom
arnd v okt (8.7%), 10 €106 (6.3%), 0 TOmMOg TOV aAlELTIKOV gpyareiov (5.3%) kot to PBaBog
Tov Tuluéva (5.1%). Emonuaiverol 0TL n mapaUeTpoc «ye®Ypupikd TAATOC», AmTOKAEIGTNKE LE
Béon to minpogoplaxd kpitnpo amdkiiong AIC w¢g U GTATIGTIKA GNUOVTIKN 6TV GUYKAMON
TOVL HOVTEAOL. XTO GUVOAD TOL TO HOVTEAO He TIC 8 HeTAPANTEC epuUnveELGE TEPIGGOTEPO Omd
33% g petaPfAntotntog oty Thavotnta va cuAANedel epuBpdg TOVVOC.

To 0dgvtepo povtéro KatéAnée oe 5 mopdyovieg mov emdpolV oTov deiktn apboviag Tov
gpLBpov tovou: I'ewypapkd pnkog (39.8%), tomog alievtikod epyaireiov (37.6%), unvag Tov
étovg (13.6%) €tog (5.0%) xou emoavewnkn Oeppokpacio 0diaccag (4.0%). Zvvolikd Tto
LOVTELO EPUNVEVGE TEPLETOTEPO amd 40% tng petapfintomrag otic Tipég tov Betikav CPUE.
H meployn émov 1660 1 mbavotnta vo aiievdei epuBpdc 10vvog 660 Kat o deiktng apboviag
(CPUE) Aappavouv Tic LEYIOTES TIUEG TOVG OVTIGTOLXEL OTIC OVOTOMKOTEPEG TEPLOYES TOV YDPOV
épeovag, ™ AePavtivn (Ew. 1 ko 2). H meproy avt) dev amotelodoe pEYPL TPOoHOTA
ONUOVTIKO aAeVTIKO Tedio Tov eAAnvikod otdéAov. H alievtikn mieon mov €xel dextel eival
GUYKPITIKA TOAD UIKPOTEPT HE 0TH ToL Atyaiov kot Tov Ioviov Kot o€ ovTo Thava Bo Tpémet
va amodobovv or avénuéveg cuAyeic. ‘Eva dALo yeyovog mov evioyvel avt v dmoyn gival
Kot TO PeyoAvTepo péco PBapog (74 kg) tov atdpumv cuykpivopevo pe avtd tov loviov kot Tov
Avyaiov (66 kg).

H «xpotiunon» mov édg1&e 0 epupdg tOvvoe otig Beppokpaoicg amd 16° £og 20° C (Ew. 2)
CUUQMVEL UE TIC TOPATNPNOES GAADV EPELVNTOV TOL £XOVV UEAETNGEL TNV PloAoyio Kot
owkoloyia Tov gidovc. Xapoktmpiotikd, ot Humston et al (2000) avogépoviol o Tiuéc 18-20°
C, ot Itoh er al (2003) otovg 14-20° C evd ot Schick et al. (2004) oe uéon SST 18.1° C. H
mBovotnTa aAievong aTopmv epufpod TGVOL, TAPOVCINCE TEPLOSIKOTNTO OVALOYT] LLE OVTT TOVL
GEMVIOKOD KOKAOL KOl 1) UEYOADTEPT] TUL CLUTIMTEL PE TO TEAELTOIO GEANVIOKO TETOPTO,
(lunar index 75-100%). To amotéAeopa avTo emPePordvel Ta EVPLOTA AVAAOY®V LELETMOV GTO
mapeBov (Rivas, 1978; Marsac et al., 1996).

H onuovtikn emidpacn tov TOHMOV TOL GAELTIKOD €PYOAEIOL MTAV EVO  OVOUEVOUEVO
omotéleopo. H mapduetpog avtn amodeiytnke o1l enmnpedlel kupiwg tov deiktn apboviag kot
Alyotepo v mBavdtTTo Vo GVAANPOEL €puBPOG TOVVOGS, e TNV €vvola OTL OmTd TNV GTUYUN TOL
T0 0KAPOG B cuvavTioel £va KOTAdL TOTE TAEOV 0 aplBUdS TV Yapldv mov 8o GLAANPOOLY
e€aptdror and Tov TOmo Tov gpyareiov. H diapopomoinon tov mopadociakold Eipomapdyadov
(SWO-LL) mov koAeiton «Apepikdvikov tomovy (SWO-LL Amer.), amodelytnke mepiocdTEPO
amodoTiKny oty oAleio tov gpuBpov tovvov (Ewk. 2). Aitiec amotehovv 1 ypnom ynuUKa
POoPOPILoVTOV GTOXEIMV TOV TPOGEAKDOLV TA YAPLO, 1 LEYOADTEPNG OLAUETPOV-KOL ETOUEVOG
ovOEKTIKOTEPT] TETOVIA- KOl TO HEYOADTEPO €VPOC TNG OTAANG TOL veEPOD TOL aAlevel. H
mBovotnTo cOAANYNG Ko o deiktng agBoviag amodeiytnkay peyédn petafoiidusvo Betikd
avéioya pe to PABoc Kol TV amdcTOoT OO TNV aKT AUUPAVOVTOS TIC LEYIOTES TWEG OTIG TTO
OTOLLOKPVOUEVEG TEPLOYEG Ko G€ PeYdAo BEOm.

H pnvwio katavop tov cuAAMye®v gavépmae 0Tl T0G0 1 THAvOTNTA COAANYNG OGO Kol O
deiktng agboviag avéaveral oxedov otabepd amd Tov @efpovdpio £wg tov ZemtépPpro (Eik. 2).
ITepattépo peAéTn TV HETOVOOTELGEMY TOL £pLBPOV Tdvov otnv Avatolkn Mecdysio Ba
umopovce v epunvedoEl autn TNV emoyikotnte oty aebovia. Qotdco, av Kol TO
OTOTEAECUOTO EIVOL TPOKATAPTIKA, OLUTIOTOVETOL OTL TOGO Ol TEPPAALOVTIKEG TOPAUETPOL,
omwg 1 Oeppokpocio Kot o1 PAGEIS TNG GEANVNG, OGO Kol Ol YMPO-YPOVIKES, OTMOG 1 TEPLOYN
oMelog Ko 1 emoyn Tov €tovg, emnpealovv oe peydAo Pabud T katovoun Kot tov OelkT
aeBoviag tov gpvBpod TOVVOL otV AvatoAlk] Mecsdyelo. Emiong, maporio mov 10 ypovikd
duonua g €peuvag gival PKpo yio va e&ayfBovv TeEAMKE GUUTEPACUATO, TO. OTOTEAEGHLOTO
™G avdAvong onAdvoLvy pio TPOEAVY] GLVEYN Kol OTAOINKN HEIOON TV GUAAYE®DY amd TO
1998 émw¢ 10 2004. To yeyovog avtd cuvovalduevo Le TV avdioyn peimon oto péco Bapog Tov
aTOUMOV OmOTEAEL o, TpogdomonTikn VO, 0Tl 0 TANBLGHOG Tov gpuBpol TOVVOL O
Meooyeio e€arxorovbel va ametheitar amd TV evtatiky oAeio.
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Ewova 2. Amotelécpoto TOV HOVIEA®DV Y10, TNV ETIOPACT] TOL YE@YPAPIKOV UAKOLS KOl TOL
piva oty mlovotnTa cOAANYNG (TAve), KoBOS KOl TOV OAELTIKOV gpyoAeiov Kol Tng
empavelakng Beppokpaciog Odracsag (SST) oto deiktn apboviag Tov epvBpov TOVOL (KATW).
O draeKoppLEVeS Ypappég vrodetkvhovy 95% Ldveg epumoTocHvng.

Figure 2. GAM derived effects of Longitude and Month on the probability of catching a bluefin
tuna (upper panel), and of fishing gear type and SST on bluefin tuna CPUE deviance (lower).
Dashed lines indicate 95% confidence bands.
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